Editor's Note

The first four texts in Yishu 34 tackle different
topics and concerns, yet it is striking how certain
issues—the postcolonial, cultural hybridity, the
Chinese diaspora, and the ongoing negotiation
between the local and global—resonate

among them. These issues are by no means
unfamiliar, but as regions such as Asia assume

a more visible and self-sufficient presence,

they are becoming increasingly complex and
contentious, taking on new as yet unformulated
and provocative directions—and Yishu intends to
continue to be a means to voice them.

In a review of the 53rd Venice Biennale,

Jo-Anne Birnie Danzker references the 2008
Guangzhou Triennial’s theme of “farewell to
postcolonialism” as a jumping off point to explore
how the representation in Venice of artists of
Chinese descent, both from mainland China and
the diaspora, exhibits more self-determined
identities than it did during the past decade. Gao
Shiming proposes the necessity of nudging China
into “building a new home, a different system”

in order to develop a stronger domestic cultural
identity and critical discourse. Ryan Holmberg
brings into question the work of Huang Yong Ping
and his employment of cultural hybridity as a

tool for critiquing the West, while Hou Hanru and
Michael Zheng discuss video within mainland
China, and how its relationship to modernity and
the West has resulted in a practice with its own
distinct characteristics.

While these issues are clearly important in

the evolution of contemporary Chinese art,
artists such as Hu Xiaoyuan, Qiu Xiaofei, and
Chen Hui-chiao bring other perspectives to the
process and product of making visual art. They
are less caught up in identity and global politics,
instead searching for more internal subjectivities
and alternative approaches to what art can
represent. Finally, Yishu 34 offers reviews of
important exhibitions that take us to Brishane,
New York, Beijing, and Venice, exemplifying the
vast range of cultural geographies through which
contemporary Chinese art travels.

Keith Wallace

ERRATUM

On the cover of Yishu 32 Xi Xiaoze should
have been spelled Xie Xiaoze. Yishu
apologizes for this error.

YISHU EDITIONS
Now available: Five limited-edition prints by
some of the most important Chinese artists.

Please see back cover for images and
contact information.

YISHU: Journal of Contemporary Chinese Art

PRESIDENT Katy Hsiu-chih Chien
FOUNDING EDITOR Ken Lum

EDITOR Keith Wallace
MANAGING EDITOR Zheng Shengtian
ASSOCIATE EDITORS Julie Grundvig

Kate Steinmann

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT Chunyee Li
CIRCULATION MANAGER Larisa Broyde
ADVERTISING MANAGER Joyce Lin
WEB SITE EDITOR Chunyee Li

ADVISORY BOARD

Judy Andrews, Ohio State University

Melissa Chiu, Asia Society Museum

John Clark, University of Sydney

Lynne Cooke, Dia Art Foundation

Okwui Enwezor, San Francisco Art Institute

Britta Erickson, Independent Scholar & Curator

Fan Di’an, National Art Museum of China

Fei Dawei, Guy & Myriam Ullens Foundation

Gao Minglu, University of Pittsburgh

Hou Hanru, San Francisco Art Institute

Hu Fang, Vitamin Creative Space and the shop

Katie Hill, University of Westminster

Claire Hsu, Asia Art Archive

Martina Koppel-Yang, Independent Critic & Historian
Sebastian Lopez, Institute of International Visual Arts
Lu Jie, Independent Curator

Charles Merewether, Critic & Curator

Ni Tsaichin, Tunghai University

Apinan Poshyananda, Ministry of Culture, Thailand
Philip Tinari, Independent Critic & Curator

Chia Chi Jason Wang, Independent Critic & Curator
Wu Hung, University of Chicago

Pauline J. Yao, Independent Scholar

PUBLISHER Art & Collection Group Ltd.

6F. No. 85, Section 1,
Chungshan N. Road,

Taipei, Taiwan 104

Phone: (886)2.2560.2220;
Fax: (886)2.2542.0631
E-mail: coart@ms37.hinet.net

DESIGN AND PRODUCTION  Leap Creative Group

CREATIVE DIRECTOR Raymond Mah
ART PIRECTOR Gavin Chow
DESIGNER Philip Wong

WEBMASTER

Website ARTCO, Taipei

PRINTING Chong-yuan Image Ltd., Taipei

ISSN 1683-3082

Yishu is published bi-monthly in Taipei, Taiwan, and edited in
Vancouver, Canada. The publishing dates are January, March,
May, July, September, and November.

All subscription, advertising, and submission inquiries may
be sent to:

Yishu Office

200-1311 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC, Canada V6Z 2P3

Phone: 1.604.649.8187; Fax: 1.604.591.6392
E-mail: office@yishujournal.com

Web site: www.yishujournal.com

Subscription rates:

1 year (six issues): $84 USD (includes $24 for airmail postage);
in Asia $78 USD (includes $18 for airmail postage).

2 years (twelve issues): $158 USD (includes $48 for airmail
postage); in Asia $146 USD (including $36 for airmail postage).

No part of this journal may be reprinted without the written
permission from the publisher.





